PHIL SEARS /Democrat

Kids Voting volunteer Jint Canono gives 6-year-old Angela

Cauley directions on casting h%r ballot.

tO cast t
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2 Lilly Caldwell studled her chmces in the
“voting booth. A veteran voter, she quickly -
‘marked her choices, stuffed the ballot in-.
'the ‘box and _walked away —  ponytail:
i g . inthe breeze, braces ghntmg '

gin
thl;ough a smile.

‘iong as-1 was able to,” the Swift C
~seventh-grader said Saturday afternoor

_part in Kids Voting Leon County, a project
‘that focuses on gettmg young people in the
. hablt of- votmg

‘Caldwell; the daughter of Thome and

¥D1ana Caldwell said the 2004 election has
been the subJect of much dlscussmn at her
school.

" “We're doing this project where we

debate the candidates,” she said. Class
&

-

Tve done Kids Votmg for a Wh11e — als; :
oreek:
t have to argue for the opposmg candldate’ :

~-the Leon County Courthouse after she took'

i3 YOU GO
] What' Klds Votmg Leon: County

m When: Tuesday, Nov. 2 -
m Where: All'Leon County voting precincts
) Who: Chlldren from K 12 (under 18)

k men’ibérs : indicate - 'which presidential ‘can-

didate they’re going to vote for — then

pos1t1on
Caldwell d supporter of US. Sen.
John Kerry “will present -arguments for

. President George Bush in the debatei
‘which will be held Tuesday. =~

“We have to do the opposite side to learn>
what the issues are,” she said.
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:  Those words are music to
Townsend Waddill’s ears.

. “It’s really to get them to
think about things now,”
said Waddill, chairman of

the board of diréctors of

I(st Voting Leon County,

“sc when. theyre 18 they e

will register to vote.”
Waddill said 81 children

between kindergarten and -

high school” had svoted :Sat-

urday and another 135 had-

yvoted earlier last week.

= “We estimate probably
13,000 1o 15,000 kids will
yote T‘uesday during regu-
1ar election voting hours, he
said.

- That total would easily
top the 11,000 or so chil-
dren who voted in the 2000
presidential election and
the 9,000 who voted in the
2002 general election.

: Waddill said the votes
will be counted Tuesday
night and the totals
released to the media.

Allison Eliot, an

8-year-old with brown hair
and a shy smile, stood in

‘line with her father. Sieloff

Eliot, a surgeon, had come
to the courthouse to cast his
ballot because, he said, “un-
fortunately, I'm workmg
Tuesday.”

Allison nodded “yes”
when asked if she had
learned about the Kids Vot-
ing project in school. She
gave the same quick nod to
a question about discussing
the' candidates with her

* father or her mother, Heidi.

And she played her cards

‘close to the vest when
‘asked about her presiden-

tial choice; no head shak-
ing, just a smile. Unfortu-
nately, her vest — in this
case, a short-sleeved top —
had a “Bush/Cheney”
sticker on it.

A short time later, Latna
Lee, a 16-year-old sopho-
more at Lincoln High
School, wound her way
through the two-block line
of registered voters swelter-
ing in the sun and made a
beeline for the Kids Voting

"polling station.

“I've done this (voting)
plenty of times,” she said.
She said that the project

has been announced on the
intércom at school and that
her friends all know about
it.

Her choice for president?
Kerry “because he’s a Dem-
ocrat,” she said, adding “the
(Iraq) war was a bad idea.”

She -talks politics with
her father,:éven to the point
of dlscuss g some of the
proposed mendments on

"Lee said her parents are
Democrats and she “can’t
wait” until she is 18 and
can register to vote.

Waddill, who manned
the Kids Voting polling sta-

‘tion for a while Saturday,

said the youngsters

“seemed to know the issues”
when they cast their
ballots. _

Sieloff Eliot was asked
how you explain the candi-
dates’ positions on issues to
an 8-year-old.

“It makes you think in
relatively simple terms,” he
said, and avoid the “hype ,
that often surrounds
elections.

And that, he’ conceded
wasn’t a bad -approach for
anyone planning to vote. |



